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Foot-anp-MoutH DIsEAsE. 


Foot-and-mouth disease has suddenly reappeared 
in Kent, where it has necessitated regrettably heavy 
slaughtering of stock. The event is de lorable, 
especially in view of the proximity of the Christmas 
shows and sales, with which it will interfere to 
some extent at least. It may not after all prove to 
be very serious. It does not look like a continua- 
tion of the summer epidemic, but has every ap- 
pearance of being a separate outbreak, arising from 
some importation from the Continent. Some other 
outbreaks this year probably had a similar origin, 
and were independent of the main epidemic. We 
expect that the Board of Agriculture will speedily 
repress this one; but it is quite clear that so long 
as the disease remains rife upon the Continent, we 
are never free from the danger of importing some 
material conveying the infection. That being so, 
the recent suggestions for international consultation 
and co-operation against animal disease become all 
the more worthy of serious consideration. 


Some CHANGES WITHIN THE PROFESSION. 


A eae ag ago, we remarked that motor traction was 
not the only factor in reducing the old sources of veter- 
inary income. Other factors are to be found in Gaege 
which have taken place within the profession itself— 
changes which, though altogether beneficial to us in 
some directions, have certainly not conduced to our 
profit financially. 

In the old days veterinary surgeons, professional men 
though they might be on paper, were very largely trades- 
men in their everyday work. They sold stock medi- 
cines in large quantities; many of them encouraged, 
and themselves believed in the popular view of the 
beneficial effect of frequent medication upon animals ; 
and many also advertised their medicines and _profess- 
ional services alike in true trade style. Nowadays there 
is not nearly so much medicine sold by the profession 
as formerly, for more reasons than one. In the first 
place, we have ceased to advertise ; and, though an old 
practitioner with an established connection in medicine- 
selling may retain much of it without advertisement, 
it is not a for a young one to make headway against 
the freely advertising vendors of proprietary medicines. 

In the second place, we do not now encourage the 
frequent dosing of animals as we once did. Even 
when actually treating a case, most of us give less 
medicine than used to be given—an increasing number 
of us, for instance, haye ised the amount of 
harm done by giving draughts to horses suffering from 
respiratory affections. Similarly, we no longer believe 
that periodic courses of condition powders are necessary 
to keep an already healthy animal thriving, and have 
ceased to advocate their use. By relinquishing the old 
blind faith in drugs we !have become more truly 
scientific in our practice. By discontinuing advertising 


it cannot be denied that one result of the change has 
been to divert much of our former revenue into the 
pockets of shopkeepers. 

Again, while every year we are becoming more of a 
profession, and divorcing ourselves from the element of 
trade, it must be admitted that the loss of our trade has 
not been accompanied by an increase of our strictly 
professional fees. Generally speaking, our fees {for 
operations, examinations, and so forth are no higher, 
and indeed are often lower, than those of thirty years 
ago ; and we see little prospect of any general future 
increase. Combination may effect some improvement ; 
but the monetary value of veterinary patients will 
always militate against high fees in many districts. 

On the whole, we may fairly say that we give much 
better value for the small professional fees we earn to- 
day than we ever did for the larger sums we once de- 
rived from the sale of medicines. Personally, we do 
not wish to return to the old days of advertising and 
medicine-selling. In every respect but one we have done 
well to break away from trade and its customs: but, 
when we did so we also forsook trade profits, and it 
would be idle to ignore the result to our incomes. In 
discussing the financial decline of our calling, it should 
be remembered that part of that decline is the inevitable 
accompaniment of the evolution of the veterinary sur- 
geon from a commercial man into a professional one. 


Donation To R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
ns begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following 
onation to the College funds for 1913 from : 


Mr. Garnett, Hove £1 1 °0 


TYMPANITIS—AN INTERESTING CASE. 


About three months ago I was called to a heifer 
nearly two years old, very much “blown,” She 
was so distended that the trocar had to be intro- 
duced, which, with some laxative treatment gave 
the usual relief. Digestion, however, had been so 
much upset, and the accumulation of gas in the 
rumen so recurrent, that it was found, as is often 
the case, she could not exist without the canula 
remaining constantly in position. Progress in the 
patient continued for a month or more, appetite 
and rumination returned. 

After a time I was informed that matters had 

taken a different turn. Appetite had almost dis- 
appeared and a general wasting was visible. The 
owner, thinking her worthless, decided on her 
making a journey to the kennels. 
I found on examination that the rumen had _ be- 
come firmly attached to the peritoneum and abdo- 
minal wall at the point occupied by the canula, and 
Sey due to its having been retained in use 
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years since having the canula in situ for nearly a 
year, and with the most satisfactory result. 

I decided to operate, the owner saying that this 
I could do as an experiment, pro bono publico. 

I made a bold incision through the abdominal 
muscles, as in the case of rumenotomy, passing my 
hand into the abdominal cavity, where I at once 
found firm and extensive adhesions existing between 
the peritoneal covering of the rumen and the wall 
of the abdomen. These I broke down, liberating 
the “viscus” from these attachments, when it 
declined to its normal position and size. 

I then passed an indiarubber tube into the open- 
ing of the rumen, securing it with a stick, having it 
long enough to pass out through the external open- 
ing in the muscles, in the ordinary way, so as to 
af any tympany that might otherwise occur. 

n completing the operation I first sutured the peri- 
toneum with carbolised catgut and the muscular 
incision by wire, using antiseptic freely before and 
during the operation. Much to owner's surprise, 
the appetite and rumination soon returned and the 
heifer is progressing satisfactorily. 

Holsworthy. W. PENHALE, M.R.C.V.S. 


IRREGULAR STRANGLES TREATED WITH 
AN AUTOGENOUS VACCINE. 


Subject.—A well bred four-year-old cart mare. 
History.—The mare had been treated by another 
ype! for strangles. When we saw her she 
ad a pointing abscess on left and right groin and 
cedematous swelling on the buttocks to the left of 
the rectum. The mare was in a very poor condi- 
tion, her coat staring and hide bound, but the 
appetite was good ; although her opsonic index was 
not ascertained her general appearance suggested a 
very low standard. Moreover (and this is important) 
the pus was thin and watery, and of a dirty grey 
colour. In short, the early practitioner would not 
call it laudable pus—a term dropped a few years 
ago by pathologists, but in these latter days the 
obsolete term often conveys a great deal to the 
mind. This pus indicated one or all of three con- 
ditions : 
(1) The blood was too plastic, preventing the 
flow of lymph into the purile cavities. (2) The 
lymph was deficient in bacteriolytic qualities. (3) 
e pus cavities were so tense that the flow of 
protective lymph could not reach the organismal 
zone. 
Medicine can supply us with a remedy for the 
first, in a lymphogogue, viz,, citric acid. 
Vaccines can increase the natural protectors of 
the body—opsonins, agglutins, bacteriolysins, pre- 
precipitins, etc. 
Surgery can help us with the third. When an 
abscess is tense and surrounded by an edematous 
zone, until that pressure is relieved, the antedotal 
lymph cannot reach the infected area. Where the 
a s is pointing of course the lancet is indicated. 
Bad surgery would, however, be performed if the 


curred. In these cases a trocar or aspirating needle 


should be used. 
Microscopical examination. A drop of pus ig 
placed at the end of the slide (which has been 
already well rubbed with emery paper) and a | 

of distilled water added and well stirred. This ig 
spread with a Wright spreader, fixed and stained 
with Meth. gentian violet, washed, treated with 
Gram ; decolourised with absolute alcohol, washed, 
a contrast stain used, being neutral red, the slide 
dried with filter and examined by 1-12th oil 
immersion lens. e field revealed an abundance 
of streptococci bundles and a few streptococej 
chains, and pus cells. 

Cultivation. An emulsion of pus was made and 
poured on agar plates, spread with a sterile pipette 
already bent at right angles, and incubated. A 
rich field of china-coloured colonies appeared— 
staphylococci alb., and a few smaller transparent 
colonies—-streptococci. A second and pure strain 
of the two cocci was made and emulsified, put into 
test tubes, the ends of which were sealed over the 
blow lamp flame, and the contents well shaken to 
break down the bundles and chains. 

Dose. To ascertain the number of cocci in each 
dose Wright’s method was adopted, viz., take one 
volume of blood drawn from one’s finger into a 
capillary pipette, one volume of emulsion, one 
volume of dilutent, the latter made of 1:5 per cent. 
Soda cit. and 5 per cent. Soda chlor. solution. 

We have now three volumes in a pipette, these 
are expelled several times, and again drawn up, 
to mix the contents thoroughly, This done a drop 
is placed on the end of a slide and spread, allowed 
to dry, and fixed with a saturated solution of Hyd. 
perchlor. for one minute, washed with water, and 
dried with filter paper, stained with carbo-theoum, 
washed, dried, and examined. 

The field will now show blood cells and cocci, the 
former to be counted up to five hundred. The 
ratio in this case was 500 red blood corpuscles to 
640 staphylococci. The same process was adopted 
with the streptococci emulsion, the ratio being 500 
red cells to 275 streptococci. From these emul- 
sions sterilized vaccines were made, the sterility 
having been proved by incubating. The first dose 
contained 350,000,000 dead staphylococci, and 
75,000,000 dead streptococci. 

A distinct negative phase was noticed a for 
over 24 hours, the positive phase was of short dura- 
tion, and the increased resistance being apparently 
equally short, a further injection of 500,000; 
staphylococci and 150,000,000 streptococci 4 ¢.c. in 
volume on the sixth day was administered. The 
doses were repeated every seventh a pro- 
portionately increased in strength. ally the 
sinuses and cavities were irrigated with Soda cit. 
solution daily for ten days. In a fortnight all the 
abscesses had healed, save the sinus at the edge of 
the rectum, which went on discharging for nearly 
three weeks longer. 

After the second week of treatment a smear was 
made from the discharge of the sinus and it was 
interesting to note the degenerated appearance Of 


pus was deep seated and the whole laid open with 
he knife, a risk of secondary infection being in- 
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each coccus looked shrunken and small, a contrast 
to the fat, plump, well nourished cocci before the 
injections. The chains appeared abortive and each 
coccus as it lay against its fellow looked somewhat 

flattened. 
The mare now is in excellent health and gained 
tly in weight, and bulk, and energy, with no 
signs of a recurrence. 
Wa. Scort, F.R.C.v.s. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Freribuak CONTRACTION OF THE HEART OF THE 
DoG UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE METALS OF 
THE ALKALINE Eartus. 


H. Busquet and C. Pezzi report (Soc. de Biologie) 
researches they have made upon the action of the 
Salts of calcium, barium, strontium, and mag- 
nesium, when injected intravenously into dogs in 
comparatively small doses. They arrive at the 
following conclusions ; 

(1) The chlorides of the metals of the alkaline 
earths (with the exception of that of strontium) 

roduce, when injected intravenously into the dog, 
the arrest of the heart by fibrillar contraction. 

(2) The fibrillation is sometimes exclusively 
ventricular (in the case of magnesium chloride) and 
sometimes auricular and ventricular at the same 
time (in the case of the chlorides of barium and 
calcium). 

(3) The fibrillation may, according to the salt 
concerned, attack either the systolic phase (barium 
chloride) or the diastolic phase (calcium chloride 
and magnesium chloride) of the heart’s action. 

The moral drawn from these experiments is that 
it is necessary to be very cautious in the employ- 
ment of barium chloride in equine colic.—(La 
Semaine Vét.) 


Tue Dangers or Cocaine As A DIAGNosTIC 
AGENT IN LAMENESS. 


The injection of a solution of cocaine over the 
course of the nerves is deservedly in high repute as 
a method.of diagnosing foot lameness. It is not, 
however; without inconveniences and dangers, as 
- following three observations, recorded by Cadéac, 
show. 

Anine-year-old horse had suddenly fallen lame 
without any known cause, and had been treated by 
nritant applications to the shoulder region. The 
animal showed a slight tenderness of the anterior 
face, and especially of the superior extremity of the 
first phalanx. Rest having caused no improve- 
ment, an injection of cocaine to localise the seat of 
was Ten minutes after the injec- 

‘on the lameness had totally disappeared, but the 
horse had scarcely waned, 100 ladies (a metre 
is 394-in—Transl.) when the lame leg suddenly 
gave way, and the fetlock just touched the ground. 

é first phalanx, which was the seat of an ostitis, 
had become fractured in numerous places. 

_ Another horse fell lame upon the right fore limb 
in consequence of a sudden movement sideways, 
caused by the driver in order to avoid a tramway. 


The owner having discovered an abnormal tender- 
ness in the elbow region, concerned himself no 
further. Cadéac, however, making a serious exam- 
ination, discovered an abnormal tenderness upon 
striking the centre of the frog sharply with a 
hammer, and therefor> diagnosed foot lameness. 
The owner not a convinced, an injection of 
cocaine was made. It was followed by a complete 
disappearance of the lameness, but also, after a trot 
of 50 metres, by the fracture of the three phalanges. 

Another horse, fourteen years old, suddenly 
showed pronounced lameness of the right fore limb. 
The cause could not be found, but an acute lesion of 
the extremity was suspected. Cocaine caused the 
lameness to disappear, but the horse had hardly 
travelled 100 metres when he was hopping upon 
three legs. The first phalanx had fractu as a 
result of a crack in its substance, which had become 
transformed into a fracture because the animal, 
after receiving the cocaine, had boldly placed his 
weight upon the affected limb. 

Here were three subjects affected with osseous 
lesions—suffering, lame, but progressing without 
accident. Their pain was y their safeguard, 
preventing them from throwing a weight upon the 
limb out of proportion to the fragility of the in- 
famed bone. Their recovery, Cadéac thinks, was 
only an affair of time, condensing ostitis might 
have replaced the process of rarefying ostitis, the 
extremity of the limb having recovered all its solidity, 
and the preservative pain ceased as soon as the bone 
was consolidated. The cocaine, by suddenly sup- 
pressing the pain, induced the animal to use the 
diseased limb with full freedom, and thus brought 
about fracture. Cocaine, therefore, should be em- 
ployed cautiously as a diagnostic agent in lameness. 
—Annales de Méd. Vét. 


CaTGutT AND TINCTURE OF IODINE. 


Hoffmann and Budde (Centralbi. f- bact.) says 
that animal catgut infected with staphylococci and 
anthrax bacilli become perfectly sterile after having 
remained five days in a 5% tincture of iodine. The 
thread, thus treated and then dried in the air, re- 
tains a bactericidal power for a long time, which 
can be demonstrated by immersing it in liquid 
bacterial cultures. In consequence of this, the 
microbes of the air which may come in contact with 
iodised catgut in the course of an operation are of 
no practical importance.—Annales de Méd. Vét. 


THE EMPLOYMENT OF TINCTURE OF IODINE AS A 
DISINFECTANT TO THE ExposED GasTrRO-INTES- 
TINAL TRACT. 


Payr (Centralbl. f. bact.) copiously paints the 
gastro-intestinal mucous membrane, as well as the 
operation wound, with 5% tincture of iodine. He 
recommends it for all operations upon the abdomen, 
and also for the disinfection of the skin. 

Hoffmann confirms the above views, and adds 
that he has already published the good results he 
has obtained in the operations of gastro-enteros- 
tomy, entero-anastomosis, appendectomy, resection 
of the pyosalpinx, and removal of the uterus.— 
(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 

W. R. C. 
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TENTH INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY 
CONGRESS, LONDON, 1914. 


List oF SuBSCRIPTIONS AND Donations TO DATE. 


Without taking into account the ten subscriptions of 
£100 each which Sir John M‘Fadyean is endeavouring 
to raise, I have received the following promises or pay- 
ments up to date. I shall be obliged in case I have 
omitted any, to be informed of the fact. At the same 
time I would ask those who prefer to pay by three 
seed instalments, and have not yet done so, to kindly 
orward me their subscription for the current year, or 
to forward it through their local society if they prefer. 

_ Many of the Societies have not yet sent me their 
list of subscribers, which will be published in due course. 

Will those who have not yet subscribed kindly let me 
know at an early date and oblige, 

RANK W. Garnett, Hon. Treas. 

Dalegarth, Windermere. Nov. 26. 

Paid. Promised. 

£s. d. 2s. d. ad, 

Royal Counties V.S. per G. P. Male. 


Stockman, S. 20 0 
10 10 ipley, W., 2nd don. 20 0 
5 5 i 1 
5 5 


Pauer, Wm. 
Willett, J. 2nd don. 
Coleman, J.C. 
Han W. A. 

5 5 O Lepper, T. W. & H. 


96 8 O 


Eastern Counties V.M.S. per 8S. Smith, Junr. 


E.C.V.M.S. 
10 10 O Shipley & Sons 
Leach, E. H 


Bower, Wm. 

Heatley, T. G. 
Standley, H. P. 
Smith, 5., senr. 


Faulkner, Ed. 
National V.M.S. 


McCall AI. 
Midland Counties V.M.S. 
Bowman, G. E. 

Abson, J. 


Pugh, 

J.F. 

Vet. Med. Soc. Ireland 
Association V.O.H. 
Central V.A. 

Southern Counties V.M.A. 
Banham, G. A. & G. F. 
Smith, Lieut.-Gen. 
Rees, J. F., 
Wynn-Lloyd 

Hughes & Son 

Brown, J. (Invergordon) 
Samson, F. 

Almond, N. 

Howe, Geo. 

Locke, G. Hy. 
Sampson, S. E. 


SSwe 


as 


SCONCON 


. V.M.S. 
Yorkshire V.M.S. 
Lancashire V.M.S. 
Scottish Met. V.S. 


OW OON KF 


bo 


Lancashire Entertainment Fund 
Hobday, F. T. G. 

Garnett, F. W. 

Morphew, H. 

Butters, A. L. 

Whitley Baker 

Western Counties V.A. 


oo 


Mettam, A. E., 
Officers A.V.C. to date 
per Major Todd 
Burt, W., 
3 3 O Lioyd,J.S. 
North of Scotland V.M.8. 
rG. Howie 3 3 
Brown, Wm. 
Baxter, Clem. 
Cumming, Duncan 
urray, 
Marsden, W. J. 
McPh Wm. 
McVean, H. F. 
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Dunstan, J. 
Clarkson, J. 
Litt, W. E. 
} Tennant, R. C. 10 10 Robards, F, W. 
Simpson, P. J. 10 10 
m. 
Spier 
j icer, A. 
Hf 10 10 Mayall, G., 
Oliver, Lt.-Col. 
Abell, J.T. 
4 Barry, Major 
Rees Mogs, G., Capt. 
James,W. 
q Young, J. (Edin.) 
Peddie, J. 
ll Bennett, R. 
mith, juor. i j 
| Little, W. L. 
r, 1. 
Holl A. 
i Hitchin, J. E. 1 
i Jock 1 
. . q 
q | 110 nt 10 1 Sumner, H. 
Wl 1 1 O Margarson, E. 10 1 Carter, J. H. 
iif Bray, M. Wharam, 5S. 
Godtold Slocock, 8S. H. 
urs .F. 
Tayler, C. 
| 
urgon, 
Waters, W. 
Barcham, T. E. 
W.N. 0 
Buckenham, E. 
2 2 0 Blomfield, B., dona. 
| 2 2 O Robertson, J.,_,, 6 
5 
6 
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Woods, Wm. 2nd don. 
Peacey, E. 

Crofts, A. 
Villar, S., for Central Society 
Bullock, Fred 

Butters, A. L., 

Wilson, Peter 

Central V.A. of Ireland 
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RoyaL VETERINARY COLLEGE ANNUAL DINNER— 
SenpD orF TO Harotp Wooprurr. 


The Annual Dinner was held in the Caledonian 
Rooms, Holborn Restaurant, on Friday, Nov. 22, 1912. 
Prof. H. A. Woodruff presided, supported, amongst 
others, by Professors Buckmaster, Wooldridge, Shave, 
Gofton (Edinburgh), Dr. Lander, and Messrs. N. Almond 
u.r.c.v.s. (Examiner); T. J. Davis, M.R.c.v.s.; John 
Going, M.R.c.v.8. (Aldershot) ; Ben Gorton (Lecturer) ; 
Poole, Marriott, Reynolds, . Knowles, Cahill, an 
H. Leach 


The CHAIRMAN, in giving the toast of “ His Majesty,” 
said that because of his office they revered and res: 
their King ; but because of himself, his devotion to 
duty, his service to the State, and his care of the suffer- 
ing, he had called forth their love. 

The toast was dul mp set a verse of the National 
Anthem being sung by the company. 

Mr. A. Pryor, proposing the toast of “ The College,” 
said: Although the toast which I have the honour to 
propose this evening could not possibly be omitted from 
the list, I do not think it is necessary to preface it by a 
long speech. The College, including as it does not only 
the Institution provided for our studies, but all] the 
names with it—either Professors or students—is well 
known to you. We are all proud of the College to 
which we belong. I am sure we trust that it will long 
maintain the high position which it has occupied for so 
long amongst the veterinary schools of the world. I 
trust you will not consider it out of place if I refer to 
something which I think we would benefit by consider- 
ably, and that isan increased income. (Hear, hear). If 
we could only get support for the College, by outsiders, 
ofa more generous nature, many improvements might 
be made which at present are quite impossible owing to 
the lack of funds. Asan instance of such improvements 
—besides many which could be beneficial as far as our 
instruction is concerned, one that would be a great 
boon, would be more provision for our personal comfort 
in the shape of a Students’ Common Room. (Applause). 
I think we may well ask ourselves if there is other 
sources from which we may reasonably expect money to 
be forthcoming in the future. There are many from 
which it might come, but that there is one from which 
it surely ought to come, and that is from the State. 
(Hear, hear). [consider it highly regrettable that no 
Government yet returned to power has considered us 
worthy of adequate State aid. Gentlemen, I will detain 
you no longer, but I will ask you to drink prosperity to 
the Royal Veterinary College, coupled with the name 
of Dr. Lander. 

Dr. Lanner, who was received with cheers and ap- 
plause, said that Mr. Pryor had set him an excellent 
gem of brevity, which he would try not to break. 

r. Pryor had voiced a need which he (the speaker) 
though was not by any means confined to the Veterinary 
College. The necessity for more funds was a very com- 
mon one. (Laughter). Whether the need of the Veter- 
mary College for further funds was particularly urgent 
or not was, of course, another matter. For his he 
believed that it was. He did not know that he was 


(4 | look back 


that toast, except perhaps that he might plead that he 
was entering upon the tenth year of 5 ae in the 
College ; and although not a member of the veterinary 
profession he might say that “ the onlooker sees most of 
the game,” and that he personally ought to be in 
close touch with the veterinary profession—both with 
the students and with the members. Continuing, Dr. 
Lander said : Had I sufficient indiscretion, I might un- 
fold a very terrible story relating to the veterinary call- 
ing. From this I pro with your permission, to re- 
frain. Seriously, I think the College, perhaps more 
now than at any time, demands our active and 
earnest support. It is notorious that we are 
pressed financially. (Hear, hear). It is notorious that 
you have only to enter the threshold to see possible 
channels of improvement and development. But it is 
not easy to see how this isto be done. I would s 

that an essential preliminary for improvement is unity of 
sentiment and unity of action. (Hear, hear) And I feel per- 
fectly certain that all you gentlemen whom I am ad- - 
dressing—for the most part present students of the Col- 
lege destined afterwards to become her sons—will always 
have the College in your minds. You will not merely 
look back upon it as a place where you had a good 
time, and where you made good friends ; but you will 
to it, lam quite sure, as your Alma mater, 
and you will recall to mind in the future those senti- 
ments of respect and love which are properly paid to a 
parent. 

I feel convinced that the future and well-being of 
the College rests more with its students than with its 
staff. We look to our students to uphold us through- - 
out the country ; and I think it is up against every 
member of the Royal College to proclaim 
the College as the best, even if he has a few lurking 
ideas in his mind that it is not quite sc good as it 
might be (Laughter). Those are for personal, private 
consumption, So far as the public is concerned, [ 
think it rests with us to maintain our College as the 
best, from what we know, and to see it is really the 
best, not merely the best in our opinion. (Applause). 

Mr. C. J. R. Lawrence, giving the toast of “The 
Chairman,” said: When I was asked to propose the 
health of Prof. Woodruff, I willingly acquiesced, use 
I thought it would be a very pleasant duty, and 1 
will do my best to express the sentiments of whole 


llege. 

Prof. Woodruff is so well known to us all that I 
think it unnecessary for me to eulogise him at any length. 
He has endeared himself to all as a teacher, by his un- 
failing courtesy on all and every occasion, and by his 
willingness to explain any subtle point which may arise 
in the course of our study. (Cheers). As you all know, 
Prof. Woodruff has done much good work while he has 
been at the College (Applause) not only in the Col- 
lege, but also by adding to the literature appertaining 
to our studies in no small degree. Lam sure that it is 
with regret that we remember Prof. Woodruff will not be 
with usat any of the College functions in the near future. 
However, we must not be selfish ; and I know that [am 
expressing the sentiments of the students when I wish 
him every success in his new appointment (Renewed 
cheers), and hope that by his work and efforts in 
Australia he will add to the knowledge of the veterinary 
profession. 

I have another duty to aig this evening—to ask 
Prof. Woodruff to accept these few articles as a mark of 
esteem and appreciation from the past and present 
students. a Sp ye I now call upon you all to 
drink the health of our Chairman, Prof. Woodruff. 
The toast was accorded an enthusiastic reception, the 
company rising and singing “For he’s a jolly good 
fellow,” with much heartiness. 
The gifts made to Prof. Woodruff were described in 


very much entitled to speak on behalf of the College to 


the accompanying illuminated address, as follows : “ Pre- 
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sented to Prof. Woodruff, oe say vith an old Sheffield 
Plate Epergne and Candelabra, by the following = 

and present students of the ay Veterinary College, 

London, on the occasion of his depa ; 

They are given to mark the esteem and appreciation in 

which he was held as a teacher, as a sincere friend and 

adviser, and one who always took a personal interest in 

the social life of the students.” Then follow the names 

of the Fellows, Members, and students subscribing to 
the presentation. 

The CHarRMAN, who on rising to respond was greeted 
with loud applause and cheers, said: Mr. Lawrence and 
Gentlemen,—I find my position here to-night a rather 
difficult one ; because to me the chief significance of 
this meeting is that it isa breaking of a bond which has 
meant a very great deal in my life. I owe a good deal 
to the Royal Veterinary College and to my old teachers. 
From the time when I joined the College, not long after 
leaving school, right up to the present day, the College 
has loomed very largely in all my thoughts and in my 
life. Of my teachers in Class A, only one remains still 
with us, then, as now, “Good old Teddy.” (Long con- 
tinued cheers). 

It strikes me there are men here who will remember 
with affection our old teacher, Dr. Henry Powell, a man 
who came to teach us Physiology, and in addition to 
that made himself endeared to every student of the 
College as our friend. 

Then in Class C, we had Hobday, a man who has done 
a great deal for the veterinary profession, particularly 
in connection with canine work. To him as a teacher— 
and a colleague ; I happened to be a tutor in the College 
—I also owe much. 

Then there is the Principal of the College, Sir John 
M‘Fadyean. (Cheers). Even at that day, not very long 
after Sir John had come to Camden Town, he had 
succeeded in making it famous for Class C course and 
the work he was doing there. I believe that there is 
a market for Prof. M‘Fadyean’s notes even in Edinburgh, 
and even in all the other Veterinary Schools of the 
United Kingdom. We are proud to have Sir John 
M‘Fadyean as our teacher, and I as a colleague. (Ap- 
plause). 

Then I remember in my final year, Penberthy and 
Macqueen, who used to tell us many things of which we 
did not appreciate the full value and wisdom at the 
time, but which all his students have come afterwards 
to learn as of great significance, and much that the 
would desire to make note of. Then Macqueen—well, 
o know him. His bark is a good deal worse than his 

ite ; and when one really knows Macqueen, one begins 
to —- his sterling character, his anxiety to help 
= friend whenever one applies to him. (Hear, 

ear). 

Then, there are my old fellow students. In my 
student days I made friendships which I hope to retain 
to the end of my life ; and to these men I owe much in 
the College. 

Then in looking up, I find that during the time I have 
been a teacher there, there must have been between 600 
and 700 men who have gone from my classes. Now, 
gentlemen, I have been teaching there for twelve years. 
I remember shortly after I took office, that a student a 
little older than the ave came and said to me one 
day—we were having lunch together—-“I want to con- 
gratulate you,” and when I asked him on what, he said 
“On the good order and discipline you get in your 
classes ; because I must tell you”—and he spoke rather 
straight when the occasion required it—“‘that when the 
students knew you were coming back to take a Pro- 
fessorship in the College, they oe aye give youa 
hell of a time.” (Laughter). ell, that time has yet 
to come ; because in the whole of that twelve years I 


rture for Australia. | i 


exception. (Cheers). It isnot perhaps what I ought to 
say, but I do not think on any single occasion have [| 
had — need to evoke the help of the Principal in deal- 
ing with any unruly member in the Royal Veteri 

College. (Laughter). But it is more than that. It 
means that in every part of the Empire—one might 
almost say in every part of the world—I have friends 
that I have made in the Royal Veterinary College. 
Even going to Australia, one finds that one knows quite 
a considerable number of Veterinary Surgeons on that 
~ sa of the world, some of them old students in Camden 

‘own. 

Then my later colleagues who have not been m 
teachers, but who have joined us more recently. With 
them my relations have always been of the most pleasant 
kind ; and in fact they have been something more than 
that ; because we have had a bond of friendship which 
has helped our work mutually, and made our life there 
enjoyable and happy. 

Gentlemen, I am bound to think of all these things 
on an occasion like this, when one feels that the social 
functions, at any rate, are to end for some little while, 
I can only say, with reference to that toast which we 
drank last, “ Prosperity to the College,” that no-one 
would drink it with more heartfelt agreement than J 
did ; and that I shall always retain—that I cannot hel 
retaining—a very soft place in my heart for the Ro 
we College, and for the men who have worked 
there. 

For these gifts I do not know how to thank you ; but 
T take it as one more token of your goodwill and kind- 
ness, which have been with me ever since I went to that 
Institution. (Prolonged cheers and applause’. 

Mr. H. Hicks: Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—I 
have the pleasant duty of welcoming the guests of the 
evening. I think I am voicing the sentiments of all the 
members of the College in saying that we are very glad 
to see them all here. Of course we mizht wish that 
there were more of them. There is always room for 
guests and visitors ; but at the same time I think all of 
us know the difficulties which most practitioners have 
in leaving their practices. At the last minute there is 
nearly always some client rushing in with an urgent 
case to be attended to, and dragging the unwilling 
veterinary surgeon back to it. I think one of the most 
pleasant features of a gathering of this kind is the 
opportunities one has of meeting with old friends one 
has met at the College, and of making new friendships 
amongst the people who qualified before the present 
members started. In Professor Gofton we have a visitor 
who, I think, has not been amongst us before, so far as 
I know ; and I think we ought to accord him a very 
hearty welcome, so that he can realise what manner of 
men we are, and get a good idea of the Royal Veterin- 
ary College of London. I give you the toast of “The 
Visitors,” coupled with the name of Professor Gofton. 

The toast was accorded musical honours, followed by 
three cheers. 

Prof. Gorron (Edinburgh), responding on behalf of 
the guests, thanked Mr. Hicks, and the company for the 
way it which they had honoured the toast. 80 far as 
he (the speaker) knew, that was the first occasion on 
which, at a function of the kind, a member of the staff 
of Edinburgh College had been present. He hoped that 
it would not be long before it was repeated. e was 
glad to have had the opportunity ol helen there and 
renewing his friendship with the members of their staff, 
and also of meeting the students. He was also glad to 
think that before very long people in Edinburgh would 
further increase acquaintance with some of them by 
their going up very shortly and meeting some of 
representatives of the Edinburgh -‘ollege at football, 

ere was some suggestion—he did not know yeb 


have received courtesy, kindness, and friendship from 
the students of the Royal Veterinary College without 


whether it would be carried into effect or not—that the 
annual dinner of the Edinburgh College would be held 
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; eously with the visit. He hoped that at this 
ee it me be possible to complete that arrange- 
ment ; because, along with the staff, it would afford the 
students of the two Colleges an opportunity, which 
otherwise was scarcely possible, of getting to know one 
another, of meeting socially, and of forming friendshi 

There was one remark made that evening to which he 
wished briefly to refer—with regard to the funds of the 
College. He did not think that the London College 
was peculiar in that respect. It seemed to him a com- 
mon failing, not only outside, but inside the Colleges. 

Something had been said with re, to the students 
standing by the College after they had left it. a. 
the time there, they formed friendships, they form 
ties for the College, and which were maintained more 
or le-s after they left. Unfortunately—they in Edin- 
burgh had experienced it recently— it was not often that 
it happened that those ties and those friendships formed 
at the College were not forgotten. At any rate, they 
were not recognised in a way that one would like to see ; 
and further, it often happened when students left the 
Colleze they became individuals. They forgot that 
they become members of a body. What he thought 
should be remembered by the studen‘s was that just as 
they worked in the interests of the Col'ege, and stood 
up for it when they were there, they should do the 
same when they left, and they should do more for the 
profession as a whole. They were members of a cor- 
porate body ; and that it was to their interest, and in 
the interests of the body to which they belonged, to 
fight for the common good and not for the individual, 
because too often the individual interest was held to be 
paramount and the corporate interest was made to take 
asecond place. He thanked them on behalf of his 
fellow-guests for the very kind reception they had given 
him. 

The CHarrMAN : Before we go on to the music2] pro- 

mme, I am going to venture to add one toast to the 
ist, and that is toask you to drink prosperity and suc- 
cess in his work to the newly appointed Professor in 
the Veterinary College, our friend “ Mr. Reynolds.” 

Prof. REYNOLDS — that he was very grateful to 
them, and to Prof. Woodruff for proposing his health. 
The toast was not on the card. He did expect to have 
the the honour made so pleasant. It was rather diffi- 
cult for him to speak to them on that occasion. To the 
majority, in fact to all of them, he was known as a 
student. But of one thing he was convinced by the 
hearty manner in which they had drunk his health— 
there was no fear that he would have “a hell of a time.” 
That he did not fear. He would not detain them. 
because in all probability he would have to speak to 
them more than they wished. He again thanked Prof 
Woodruff for his kindness in proposing the toast, and 
the company for the way in which they had received it. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the George Hotel, 
Rugby, on Tuesday, Nov. 12, the President (Mr. W. H. 
ke, of Handsworth) occupying the chair. There 
were also present: Messrs. R. C. Trigger, Newcastie- 
under-Lyme ; W. E. Ison, Atherstone; J. W. Coe, 
Stoke ; A. Over, R. Over, Rugby; J. J. Burchnall, 
w-on-Soar; T. homson, W. Dale, Coventry ; 
T. H. Hobson, J. G. Parr, Leicester; J. Martin, J. 
Bainbridge, Wellinborough ; W.T. Brooks, Warwick ; 
H.S8. Reynolds, Daventry; F. H. Gibbings, P. Ever- 
Nottingham ; Norman Thompson, Derby; and 

the Hon. Sec., Mr. H.J. Dawes, of West Bromwich. 
Visitors : Messrs. W. G. B. Over, Rugby; E. Bayley 


Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from 
Prof. Dewar, Messrs. J. B ri + senr., John Blake- 
Cha 


way, T. Ringer, Deville, mbers, D. Forwell, 
F. W. Barling, C. E. Dayus, J. R. Carless, -B. F. Secker, 
H. Thackerey, W. H. Brown, T. J. Brain, G. Wartnaby, 
H. Yeomans, F. V. Steward, A. Renfrew, J. A. Gold, 
W. G. Thompson, W.S. Carless, R. Hughes, L. W. 
Heelis, J. Malcolm, F. L. Gooch and others. 


MEETING OF THF CoUNCIL. 


Prior to the general meeting of members, a meeting 
was held of the Council of the Association, Mr. Brooke 
residing, and the other members of the Council nt 
ae: essrs. Ison, R. Over, Trigger, Burchnall, and 
awes. 

A letter from the South Eastern Veterinary Medical 
Association, having reference to the fees payable to 
inspectors was read and ordered to be brought before 
the general body of members. 

In view of the approaching International Veterinary 
Congress in London, and the desirability of members of 
this Association contributing towards the cost of enter- 
taining delegates thereto, it was recommended that a 
small committee consisting of the President, the Hon. 
Sec. and Mr. J. Malcolm be appointed to draft a 
circular inviting subscriptions from individual members. 

It was recommended that Mr. Noel Pillers be invited 
to read a paper at the next meeting of the Association 
dealing with the external, or internal parasites, or skin 

isease. 
The recommendations of the Council were subse- 
quently endorsed by the general meeting , on the motion 
of Mr. A. Over, seconded by Mr. Gibbings. 
New Member.—Mr. C. J. Clifford of Shiffnal, was 
proposed a member of the Association by Mr. Martin, 
and this was agreed to. 


Inspectors’ FEEs. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter he had received from the 
the South Eastern Veterinary Medical Association relat- 
ing to the fees payable to veterinary inspectors, and it 
gave rise to considerable discussion. 

Mr. TriGGER though it a dangerous principle to fix — 
the scale according to the value of the animal examined, 
a point which Mr, Coe followed up by asking who 
would value the horse for the purpose of fixing 
the scale. 

The rate paid by various insurance companies was 
also subjected to some criticism, especially where it 
happened that the agent of the company drew a larger 
fee than the veterinary surgeon who made the examina- 
tion. In regard to this, Mr." Trigger pointed out that 
many veterinary surgeons were the agents as well as the 
veterinary surgeons to a company, but unless the exami- 
nation could be pulled in with a man’s other work easily 
the fee was generally very inadequate. 

Other speakers, including the Hon. Sec., expressed the 
fullest sympathy with the action which the South 
Eastern Association are taking with a view to improv- 
ing the existing scale of payment for veterinary in- 
spectors. 

Mr. Grppincs moved, and Mr. TriGGER seconded, 
that a reply be sent to the letter from the South 
Eastern Association stating that the Midland Associa- 
tion were in accord with the general idea of raising the 
fees of veterinary inspectors, but not with the scale 


s ted. 

Mr. Burchnall (Hon. Treas.) reported 
that Mr. Geo. Howe of Buxton, and E. J. Burndred of 
Sheffield, had tendered their resignations. In the case 
of Mr. Burndred, owing to his having gone to live at 
Sheffield, the resignation was accepted with regret ; 
but it was left to the Hon. Sec. to communicate with 
Mr. Howe and try to induce him to reconsider the 


London ; and W. L. Gascoyne, Lutterworth. 


matter. 
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THe Sanitary INstTiTuTE CONGRESS. 


The PRESIDENT presented a — yma | with his 
visit to the Annual Congress of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute held at York, which he attended as a delegate 
from this Association. First thanking the Association 
for giving him the opportunity of going to the Congress, 
which he had thoroughly enjoyed, he said :—“ The only 
subject announced in the mme for the veterinary 
section was that of “The Eradication of the Tuberculous 
Milch Cow,” by Mr. Percy Simpson, but upon the 
literature of the Congress being handed to me I dis- 
covered that papers on “ Milk in Relation to Disease,” 
“Foot-and-Mouth Disease,” and the “Notification of 
Death of Lower Domesticated Animals,” by Professor J. 
Basil Buxton, Mr. D. G. Collins (Chairman of the Cit 
of London Cattle Markets Committee), and Mr. A. 


Archer, M.R.c.Vv.S., respectively, were also included. The 


you was well attended, but beyond Prof. Dewar and 
a small sprinkling of professional brethren, most of the 
company were strangers to me. The chief interest 


centred on the first paper, namely, the Eradication of 
Tuberculous Milch Cows. Mr. Simpson alluded to the 
certainty of transmission, the misery of the lower 
classes which would result from the high price of meat 
due to the sudden and wholesale slaughter of all 
tuberculous milch cows, and the call for large funds to 


by Professor Gunther, that tuberculosis, of all diseases, 
brings together the medical practitioner and the veterj- 
nary surgeon, which I regretted was not the case in this 
country. I also refe to the irresistible force which 
would be brought to bear upon the Government. if the 
two professions combined, as they would have to be if 
the subject was to be treated in a satisfactory manner ; 
to the ignoring of milk as a source of tubercle infection 
by the general practitioner, who, in my own experience, 
ordered large quantities of raw milk as an article of diet 
for children suspected to be in the early stages of tuber- 
culosis, although it was known that in 13 per cent. of 
investigated cases of infantile tuberculosis the bovine 
type of bacillus was present ; and to the filthy condi- 
tion obtaining in the average country cowhouse, consti- 
tuting a sure source of infection from bowel lesions in 
the light of a known bowel affection of sixty per cent, 
of all tuberculous cows. I also alluded to the wise pre- 
cautions which our own city veterin surgeon and 
medical officer had instituted pending the anny action 
of Government in the matter; of the free testing of 
dairies supplying milk to the city (Birmingham) with 


the stipulation of isolation and the yee elimination 
of reactors, and in some cases of small 

animals considered to be openly dangerous. I conelu- 
ded my remarks by commenting upon the fact that a 
subject of such vital and burning importance as to be 


compensation for 


scarcely second to none discussed at the Con 


do what was required adequately. H ke also of the 
re iitahie inpoction te should be shelved into the last two hours of its time, a 


necessity of providing suitable inspection by properly 
qualified men. Mr. Simpson gave it as his opinion that 
a milch cow reacting to tuberculin, but in condi- 
tion with milk tubercle free, if kept isolated from 
healthy animals should be allowed to remain as a milch 
cow until dry, subject to periodic veterinary inspection, 
and when ceasing to give milk she should be valued as a 
tuberculous animal, slaughtered, and the owner credited 
with any parts passed fit for consumption, and paid a 
compensation — to half value oo upon prior to 
slaughter. He did not think that large compensation 
to owners of animals would be necessary if they were 
on reasonable time to clear their herds. Tubercle 
ree herds were of greater value, and the owner could 
command a better price for his milk. They should also 
receive a premium of so much per head per annum, and 
be granted a certificate by Government which should be 
a guarantee for the purity of their milk. That tubercle 
free herds can be maintained remuneratively has been 
shown, even in cases where the owners have been hard 
working farmers. The necessity for better general sani- 
tation and breeding from healthy stock was also touched 
upon. 
A well sustained and profitable discussion followed. 
It was suggested that the arrangements for compensa- 
tion, whic. the great obstacle to active move- 
ment, should be decided by a Board made up of repre- 
sentatives of Government, veterinary surgeons, and 
farmers, who should invite the co-operation of large 
insurance companies. The absurdity of the present 
lations with re; to cows with tuberculous udders, 
which if condemned by one authority could be removed 
into another district and there disposed of, was also 
commented upon, as well as the laxity which prevailed 
in the inspection of cows in country districts where 
common cleanliness was often an unknown quantity. 
One gentleman suggested the institution of animal 
sanatoria for tuberculous subjects, both human and 
bovine, the human element to be supported by produce 
from their affected animal neighbours. I need not 
remark upon the adverse criticism which this excited. 
Other speakers proposed the education of the farmer 
by demonstrating to him that tuberculosis is a great 
source of loss, and that great gain would result from the 
jn | ways that are open to him of getting rid of the 
trouble by himself. My own contribution to the dis- 


matter, by the way, to which some other speakers also 
referred. A resolution was passed by the meeting urging 
upon the Government-the necessity of calling a confer- 
ence to effect prompt action on the lines suggested.” 
The PrestpeNT was heartily thanked for attending 
the Congress and reporting upon the proceedings. 


Some DIsEASES OF THE Hock, WITH SPECIAL 
REFERENCE TO A ReEcENT Law CasE RE Curps. 


By Mr. R. H. H. Over. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—When I first made an 
offer to our Secretary that if he or the Council thought 
it would be sufficiently ee to the members of 
this Association I would be willing to give a short 
account of the recent Jaw case in which I was unfortu- 
nately the defendant, I had not the slightest intention 
of taking up the whole time of the meeting. The 
responsibility for that must be shared by our Secretary, 
who wrote asking if 1 would add “ Some other Diseases 
of the Hock,” and in a weak moment I agreed, only to 
find that I had a subject to deal with which had been 
written upon so extensively that I could find very little 
indeed to add. 

The hock joint is one of the most important froma 
veterinary point of view, and had been a cause 
trouble to most of us, both in our general practice and 
in our examination practice. Mr. Sheather it will be 
remembered, had a big law case over a pony which was 
said by the experts on one side to have spavin, and by 
the experts on the other to be free. The case was a 
important one, and must have cost money on 
sides, besides a very great deal of worry and anxiety 
which never could be compensated for in any way. 
horse was eventually destroyed, and his hocks were not 
diseased. After the case against me had been tried I 
felt that, as a member of this Association, it was only 
fair to my fellow members, and to myself, that the whole 
facts of the case should be placed before them, so that 
they might have a fair chance of discussing the case and 
judging it on its merits. 

e great risk and responsibility which rests upon Us 
individually in our work of examination for soundness 
is Ne we by the two cases quoted, and considering these 
risks the remuneration for our work is very inadequate. 


cussion embodied an endorsement of a recent utterance 


In most professions there is a society for 
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of its members in cases such as these. We 
—. one, but unfortunately at the time this 
charge was brought against me I was not a member. I 
have since become one, though, and should advise every 
veterinary surgeon to do likewise. The Society is not 
to A 9 extent it certainly deserves, and conse- 
quently it is not able to offer quite the help which is 
really neces-ary to fight a bona fide case without comin 
upon the unfortunate defendant to pay a large share o' 
the costs. Nevertheless, the backing up of such a 
society is of great weight both financially and morally, 
and in many cases would possibly cause the charge to be 
abandoned. 

Cases such as I refer to are not of interest to the 
individual defendant only, but are of the greatest vital 
interest and importance to the profession as a whole. If 
such a case were won by the plaintiff, it would be such 
an encouragement to unscrupulous persons to levy what 
would practically be blackmail by threatening to bring 
an action against the veterinary surgeon for negligence 
in one way or another every time they imagined they 
had a grievance, or even when they wished to evade the 
payment of their account. The work of examining for 
soundness under such conditions would not be worth 
the risk. We all know that our professional reputations 
are the main planks upon which our individual prac- 
tices depend, and consequently in many cases money 
would be—in fact I may say has been—paid over rather 
than the professional man would risk bis reputation by 

ring in court, for whether the defendant is quite 
innocent or not, there is always the risk of some slight 
legal point going against him, and at any rate, from the 
way the cases are reported in the papers, the defendant 
would be pretty sure to have a certain amount of mud 
stick to him, for they print the full text of the charge 
against him, and are, of course, only able to put ina 
brief account of the defence. These points are quite 
understood by our clients. When we come to consider 
these points, and see that.for a successful action to be 
brought against one of our body it is practically indis- 
pensable that some expert witnesses should be called 
upon to give evidence for the plaintiff, I think it behoves 
us to be very guarded indeed in any expression of 
opinion, in order that we may be quite fair to the defend- 
ant, and certainly not give evidence of a partisan 
character against him. In this respect I am pleased to 
say that more than one of our leading men refused to 

e up this case on behalf of the — and in doing 
so I am sure they were acting in the very best interests 
of the profession at large. To my own witnesses I am 
extremely grateful for the great willingness they showed 
in coming reward to examine the horse and afterwards 
in giving evidence at the trial. I should also like to 
pay a great tribute of praise to my solicitor for the 
trouble he took over the case, and, lastly, to Mr. Justice 
Phillimore for the patience he showed at the trial and 
the way in which he picked out all the vital points in 


case. 
(Mr. Over, at this stage gave a réswmé of the facts of 
the caseas related at the trial and reported in the news- 


at the time]. 
The int turns upon what was rea matter wi 
od 


rse. Well, to be quite candid, the purchaser was 
not a sufficiently good horseman to ride it, and having 
it for the season he wanted to get rid of it. Some time 
after December 5th, the horse evidently sprang a curb, 
and according to the evidence of one of these veterinary 
witnesses it was showing: a curb on the 13th of that 
month, and 1 going lame. It was also seen by the same 
witness in March and was still going lame on a large 
curb. Now the animal was re nal to me as being 

on curb in a letter of April 8th, but when I saw it 
on April 15th, in company with Mr. H. Lepper, of Ayles- 
»ury, the horse was going quite sound behind, and there 
was only a slight curb, which had practically disappeared 


by the time of the sale. Now the question comes, how 
long can a horse be lame on a curb that is described as 
“a bad curb” without the enlargement remaining in a 
chronic form? I certainly think that a curb that had 
persisted with lameness for so long a time as this one 
was alleged to have done would not have disappeared 
as this one did, for when the horse was sold at Leicester 
there was only a very slizht trace left. That it was very 
slight indeed is proved later on by the tact that when 
Mr. Heywood examined it he considered that there was 
no curb present. He noticed the enlarged head of the 
splint bone, but did not think it necessary to mention it. 
I think this proves that the horse had not a curb on 
the day it was examined by me, for, if so, it persisted 
for over eight months and then passed away. Person- 
ally, I cannot recall a case of a curb persisting for that 
time and then disappearing, neither can I recall a curb 
that has caused lameness for such a long period as 
stated in this case which has suddenly got quite well 
and disappeared. 

Now, what is a curb? All the witnesses in this case 
agreed that it was a strain of the calcaneo-metatarsal 
ligament, that it is caused by violent exertion or sli 
ping, and therefore might be caused at any moment. It 
was also said that the seat of curb was a trifle higher 
and a little more to the back of the hock than the head 
of the outer splint bone, with which I — But with 
a freshly sprung curb the swelling will often extend well 
round the posterior portion of the hock, embracing the 
head of the splint bone and extending below it. I men- 
tion this point specially in extenuation of the term used 
in the certificate referring to the enlarged head of the 
outer splint bone as “an enlargement in the seat of 
curb which I consider a natural formation.” That was 
the only point which the plaintiff's counsel was able 
to play upon, for he stated through his expert witnesses 
that there could be no enlargement in the seat of curb 
which was not acurb. I do not agree with that, be- 
cause an injury to the back of the bone causing an 
enlargement in the curb place need not necessaril 
cause a sprain on the calcaneo-metatarsal ligament. It 
It is only in the eyes of the lay public that arg enlarge- 
ment in that position is a curb, and it was for a lay- 
man that the certificate was written, and the expresion 
“in the seat of curb” used with the sole object of 
directing his attention to the en ment concerned. 
Had the word near been substituted for the word in 
they could have made nothing out of the certificate at 
all. The judge saw this point quite clearly, and indi- 
cated it in his summing up. He said it was due to a 
desire to use popular lan when it should have been 
described technically. is curb was, according to the 
evidence of the plaintiff's witnesses, causing great lame- 
ness in March, which I consider pointed to its being a 
recent curb, and not an old one. It was certainly sound 
when examined by Mr. Lepper and I on April 10th, 1910, 
and has owner at the 
present time, who bought it from Messrs. Drage in 1911, 
and hunted it all last season and is hunting it again this, 
saw Mr. Drage out hunting one day last week, was riding 
the very horse and praising it up, saying he wished he 
could find him some more like it. 

As far as the treatment of curb is concerned, I find 
that lengthening and thickening the heel of the shoe and 
keeping the toe shortened, together with hot bandages, 
or the application of hot plasmatine, quickly reduces 
the inflammation and lameness, and then a sharp 
blister, or better still, line firing and rest, completes 
the cure. 

SPAVIN. 


Perhaps the most important disease of the hock is 
spavin. We have to remember that the hock is made 


up of several irregularly shaped bones and consists prac- 
tically of two distinct parts, firstly, the joints between 
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the Tibia and the Astragalus and Calcis, and secondly, 


In the treatment of spavin, our chief aim is to bring 


the lower rows of bones in conjunction with the Meta-| about anchylosis of the bones affected, and if the in. 

tarsal bones. In connection with spavin it is the internal | flammatory process is increased this will be brought 

aspect of the lower bones, that is the Cuneiform bones | about, and the - and lameness in most cases disappear, 
‘av 


and Scaphoid with which we have most to do, for in 


Personally, I 


our line firing with a puncture ints 


this position we get that bony disease the very name of | the exostosis and a blister of Biniodide of mercury, 
which strikes terror into the average horseowner. Along | Some insert.a rowel or seton over the exostosis, and | 


the anterior and inner edge of the scaphoid runs a 
ridge, and another parallel to it runs along the cunei- 
form bone. This one is: slightly more prominent and 


believe this is a "oe treatment, but | have not 


tried it myself. ‘ 
metatarsal tendon is severed sometimes with the object 


e cuneian division of the flexor 


extends on the inner aspect of the joint. Between | of removing pomp over the part I have no personal 


these two ridges is a ve, the bottom of which is 
the line of apposition of articular surfaces. There is also 
a groove between the cuneiform magnum and the large 
metatarsal bone. These ridges and grooves are of great 
aid in the examination of the hocks—that is, when 
they can be distinctly felt, as is the case in many of 
the thin skinned horses. But they do not prove con- 
clusively whether a horse has a spavin or not, for it is 
by no means rare to find the articular surface of the 
bones diseased and the external edges not materially, 
if at all altered. However, if there is on palpation, 
or by ocular examination, an enlargement in this posi- 
tion, and the grooves cannot be felt, we are fairly safe in 
considering that we have a spavin, tole thc a if the 
hocks do not match. This matching, in, is not by 
any means a necessity in sound hocks, for the natural 
prominences on the two hocks may differ widely and yet 
there > no disease whatever. This was the case in 
point, I believe, in Mr. Sheather’s case, and the bones 
are well illustrated in the book I have brought with me. 
It is also the case with the hocks of Ambush II., which 
are also illustrated in this same book. The reason I 
am emphasising these points is to show, that is to say, 
that a horse has a spavin because ofa slight difference in 
the shape of the two hocks may be doing a very gare 
injustice to a fellow practitioner, and may even bring 
about a law case. It isa point over which there can often 
bea wants to be mentioned guardedly 
accordingly. But if in addition to this we find that there 
is a slight alteration in the action of the limb, or that 
the toe of that foot gets worn a little more than its 
fellow, then we need hesitate no longer, provided of 
course that we are satisfied there is nothing else to 
account for the alteration in action in any other part of 
the limb. 
The size of the exostosis in spavin does not bear any 
relation to the lameness caused, for we often see some 
of the lamest cases in those animals whose hocks are a 
mtly above reproach, and in those which have the 

t exostosis we find the action frequently very little 
interfered with, especially if both hocks are affected, 
for beyond a certain amount of decreased hock action 
it would be difficult to say that they were going lame. 
I know several polo ponies that have been playing for 
many years whose hocks are examples of spavins 
which do not interfere with the animals’ work. 
_ If, however, we find any discrepancy in the hocks, it 
is our duty to draw attention to it, and express an 
opinion on it as to its nature. 
As far as the class of hocks affected is concerned, I do 
not think any particular shape is more subject to spavin 
than another. We find spavin appearing in all kinds of 


hocks. 

There has been much discussion as to whether spavin 
commences in the extra osseous structures and extends 
to the bones or whether it commences as an inflamma- 
tion of the bones. I believe that the bones are usually 
affected first, for I have frequently seen disease of the 
articular surfaces of the bones when there nas been no a 
parent alterations in the outer borders. That there is 
an inherited predisposition to the disease is a generally 
agreed point. I also believe that concussion is the most 


experience o 
that a groove is often left in the exostosis to accommo- 
date the branch, or the branch is slightly displaced above 
it, I have no great faith in the success of the operation, 
In bad cases, otherwise hopeless, I believe neurectomy 
of the anterior and terior tibial nerves has been 
proved to be very useful, but [ have had no personal 
experience in these either. 


frequently exciting cause. 


the effect of the operation, but considering 


uxation of the flexor pedis perforatus is an occasional 


source of trouble, but I have only met with one cage 
myself. That was in a hunter, caused by strain ip 
jumping. I mustask you to recall for one moment the 
position of the perforatus tendon, as it passes over the 


int of the os calcis before it rans down the back of the 
ock. In order to keep it in position on the point of 


the calcis, it gives off on either side a small slip to be 
attached to the side of the tuber just below the summit, 
If either of these slips becomes ruptured, the tendon of 
course becomes displaced. In the case that came under 
my notice, it was th 

if asked to trot the tendon slipped to the outside and 
back again, as the hock was extended and flexed. It 
was at the close of the hunting season when I saw i 
and I put a charge over the hock and had the horse ti 
up for some days. I allowed no exercise whatever, and 
before the next hunting season came round the horse 
was apparently all right, but I never had him galloped, 
- cannot say if he remained so, as he passed out of my 

istrict. 


e inner slip that was ruptured, and 


The hock is not infrequently the seat of very severe 


traumatic injuries. I have recently had three of a 
totally ditferent nature, but all of which necessitated the 
destruction of the animals. The first case was one ofa 
cart horse about 17 hands, and six years old, bei 

turned out with others at night and found very lame on 
the off hind leg in the morning. On examination, I 
found that he had been injured, probably kicked on the 
outside of the hock. There was asmall wound not more 
than half an inch long, and though it was placed well 
forward and low down on the joint, the direction of the 
wound was upwards and backwards, and a good stream 
of synovia was running down the leg. The horse was 
put into slings and the wound treated by syringing at 
once with a weak solution of biniodide, and a blister of 


biniodide was put on all over the outside of the hock. 
Subsequently, injections were made of solution of iodi 
bichloride of mercury and oil of cloves, and the woum 
was kept powdered with several astringent and anti- 
septic powders. After a period of three weeks it was 
shot as hopeless. The amount of destruction possible 
in a joint in so short a time is well illustrated im the 
specimen which I have brougnt. The disease was not 
only affecting the joint itself but extending well up the 
front of the tibia. : 

The next specimen I have to show you is from a pony 
about 28 years old or more. This object was a particu 
larly good hardy pony about 14°1, had been im the 
owner's possession ra the last 23 years at least, and had 
never been lame. The owner thinking to give the animal 
a treat turned him out to grass, only to find shortly 
after that he wasdead lame behind. On examination 
he was found practically on three legs, and a well marked 
circumscribed swelling, not a curb, was present in the 
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place. The pony was put in the stable and fomen- 
etc. The lameness diminished 

iderably, a blister was = and the pony turned 
out very greatly improved. He had previously been led 


hort periods daily, but when turned out he had 
re for gallop. and the following day was as lame as ever. 


in put ina box,and although he certainly 
capeeed be still remained very lame. He was blistered 

in and turned out, and later on another blister was 

lied, but at the end of about 3 _months bis owner 
consented very reluctantly to have him destroyed. Un- 
fortunately I did not see the joint until the bones had 
been boiled out, so I cannot give any description of the 
soft tissues. I understand that a little matter had 
formed up the channel at the back of the hock, and from 
that I think very probably we had a disease of the 
fibro-cartilaginous thickening of the post ligament, pro- 
bably extending into the tarsal sheath. There is ex- 
tensive disease shown on the inner surface of the calcis, 
which does not appear to have extended into the arti- 
cular surfaces. 

The third case is a three year old blood mare found 
lame in the field. She was got in, and as she seemed 
better in a day or two was turned outagain. The lame- 
ness then became much worse, and I was called in when 
the injury was about a week old. I suspected a cracked 
bone and placed the animal in slings at once. The pain 
was very acute and she would not take any weight on 
the leg. The usual antiphlogistic measures were adopted 
in the way of hot fomentations, hot bandages, plasma- 
tineand anodyne lotions, but nothing afforded any relief. 
The owner was abroad orI should have had her destroyed 
earlier. During this period there was no alteration in the 
shape the ho-k except swelling, but in about three weeks 
from the time I first saw the animal I found one morn- 
ing that the os calcis had parted, the point of the hock 
having disappeared. There was no wound on the hock 
atall. The extraordinary point in the case to me was 
the time between the accident and the displacement of 
the broken calcis. One would have expected that the 
tuber would have been displaced by the action of the 
gastrocnemius muscles long before. 


Discussion. 


Mr. Coz asked whether Mr. Over was well backed up 
in his case by the profession generally? Without men- 
tioning names, he would like to know what the attitude 
of the profession was towards Mr. Over in what, to all 
of them, was a very important case. 

Mr. Gresrnes said it was a well known fact that 
expert witnesses were generally obtainable who would 
give totally different opinions. 

Mr. TriGGER said they were very much indebted to 
Mr. Over for making the stand he did, and also for his 
remarks upon the case that day. It only showed what 
‘langers the practitioner was exposed to. For his part, 
he did not reject a horse in these days simply because it 
had odd hocks. It was sometimes very difficult to say 
whether a horse had spavin until it began to go lame, 
and he certainly did not think a slight disparity in the 

ks was sufficient cause to reject an otherwise good 
The question of curb was extremely difficult, 
and he had seen horses with an enormous development 
of the matatarsal bones that stood wonderfully. The 
one place where they must have absolutely sound hocks 
was in coal but there were plenty of horses that 
ng a curb and got well again after a few days rest. 
ith regard to the certificate which Mr. Over gave in 
case he went to law about, Mr. Over’s chief 
fault seemed moe ha he had been too candid. 
was not the slightest imputation against Mr. 
in the and he had pro- 
sion a great service by resisting tiie claim that the 
plaintiff had made against him, , 


Mr. Gresryes: If Mr. Trigger examined a stallion 
with unequal hocks, and it was going to be used at the 
stud, would he pass it ? 

Mr. Triccer : No, if it was going to the stud, I should 
advise the owner differently ; but for ordinary work 
unequal hocks don’t strike me as fatal. 

Mr. H. 8. Reynowps said Mr. Over’s case had donea 
lot of good for the profession. In hock trouble the age 
was an important point to consider. Many a veterinary 
surgeon would pass a horse with odd hocks at six or 
seven years old if it was then going sound, but they 
might not pass the same horse at four. 

Mr. Parr said they ought to take to heart the lessons 
which Mr. Over’s case taught them. Many of them 
would not have had the pluck to have fought the case, 
and he was afraid that he himself would have tried to 
settle it. If every certificate of his had been acted 
upon in the same way that Mr. Over’s had been he 
would have been in the law courts dozens of times. He 
had come to the conclusion that it was better not to give 
a certificate at all. He wrote an ordinary sort of letter, 
and veryseldom gave a special certificate. The unfor- 
tunate part about Mr. Over’s case was that he drew his 
client’s attention to the curb spot. One often passed 
hocks which, if one liked to be nasty, could be described 
as spavin, and by the same rule a horse was often passed 
with curb. They ought to be lenient with a horse for 
practical work. 

Mr. DALE described the horse which led to Mr. Over’s 
a and bore out all that Mr. Over had already 
said. 

Mr. Cok said they could not sufficiently thank Mr. 
Over for bringing this case forward. Where would some 
of them be if Mr. Over had lost his case? Supposin 
they passed a horse as sound and it sprung a cur 
shortly afterwards, what a precedent this case would 
have afforded. There would be no safety in examinin 
a horse’s hocks, and the dréad of litigation woul 
always be hanging over one’s head. He did not think 
there was as mnch spavin lameness as there was years 
ago, for which possibly the modern roads were partly 
responsible. 

Mr. Grppines: Probably breeding from sounder 
mares had more to do with it. 

Mr. Cok added that in the treatment of open joints he 
had been more successful with picric acid than with any 
other drug he had tried. 

Mr. MarrTIN also congratulated Mr. Over on the stand 
he had taken. He agreed that they did not se2so much 
nowadays of what was called Jack spavin, but they still 
got a great many-enlarged hocks. A good proportion of 
such cases kept sound, but others went lame, and those 
that did go lame were practically incurable. 

Mr. E. B. ReyNowps said the question had been raised 
whether Mr. Over ought to have put what was called 
“that unfortunate expression” iu his certificate, but he 
(the speaker)thought he was quite justified. He was only 
doing his duty in mentioning it. They were taught 
now to distinguish between false curb and true curb. 
He should certainly mention any unusual condition 
that he found, but he should try, at any rate for the 
future, not to commit himself quite so much as Mr. Over 
appeared to have done. As to what class of hocks 
curbs were more often found in, he had been told by 
Mr. Hunting that it was his belief that no one class of 
hocks was subject to curbs more than another. 

The Hon. Sec. said what he thanked Mr. Over most 
of all-for was that he had volunteered to read them this 
paper. They did not often get a volunteer, and if there 
were a few more his work as secretary would be con- 
siderably lightened. He had been struck by the easy 
manner in which some practitioners said they would 

ss this hock and that hock. It was all right to talk 
ike that in this room, but he was afraid that in actual 
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tice they would act very differently. You get one 


These two gentlemen were also thanked for bringing 


orse spavined in both hocks going well, and another est Be prec aap which the Hon. Sec. pointed out, always 


horse with apparently the same condition of hocks going 


to the enjoyment of a meeting as well as to the 


as lame as could be. It was not safe, especially for the | instruction of mem 


young practitioner to pass lumps on the hock with 
e DENT, in closing the discussion, added his 


separating. 


The members present adjourned for tea before 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.v.8., Hon. See, 


ponents tribute to Mr. Over for enlightening them as 
had done that afternoon on a most important subject. 
He had heard no one give a definition of what curb 
really was except Mr. Over himself. He thought ifa 
few hocks were taken and examined they might come to 
some definite conclusion as to what curb was. The un- 


NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


even hock was due to something, and it may or may not | Hotel, Dungannon, on Thursday evening, November 


prove harmful. It was difficult to say whether they|14th. The 


ought to pass uneven hocks especially in the case of 


unganimals,and they must use considerable discretion. | J. A. Thompson, J.p., Lurgan ; James G: 


0 
He agreed that the danger of passing such animals was | J 


not so great with older animals. They sometimes got| W. Watson, Dungannon ; 


minent bony projections which were easily mistaken | McConnell, Armagh ; J. Devlin, Coalisland. 


or spavin. He once got what he thought was a normal 


hock, but when he boiled it out the cuneiform bones| ston, J. L. Orr, J. McKenny, Hy. Gibson and J. A. 


were united, although there was no outward indication | J 
of the trouble. 

Mr. Over, in reply, said there was not much for him |a 
to say. He had been asked about the expert evidence 
that was given for the plaintiff. Well, the plaintiff 
had some difficulty in getting expert evidence, and such | J 
witnesses as he got did not go as far as the plaintiff no 


Mr. Cc. J.THompson, Lurgan ; on the motion of Mr. 
. A. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Watson. 
Mr. J. ANDERSON, Ards, Caledon, on the motion of 


doubt would have liked. He could only say that the} Mr. Watson, seconded by Mr. Loughran. 


expert witnesses against him (Mr. Over) gave their 
evidence quite fairly, and he had no complaint to make 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letter from Prof. O’Connor re veterinary surgeons 


with regard to any of them. If he had lost the case he acting for Farming Societies, and asking as taany of out 


agreed that it would have been a serious matter for the : 
as possi 


profession at large. 
Answering Mr. Parr, he said that from a legal ‘point 


of view he did not think it made any difference whether 


tifleate. ; 
his opinion was expressed in a letter or a certificate te Witeos. & oan 


e to attend the meeting of the Veter- 


inary Medical Association of Ireland, on the 20th Noy- 
ember. 


On the proposition of Mr. Thompson, seconded hy 
to send Mr. McConnell as 


i ti ,h bered 
re the with full powers to act when he heard 
e facts. 


eye of the man in the street, but not in the eye of the 


Letter from the Secretary of the South Eastern 


professional man, and it was to assist his client that he Veterinary Medical Association—re fees paid by Insur. 


wrote the certificate out in the way he did. 


ance Companies—agreed to support this Association, 


In conclusion, he would like to mention the thelp he thelr scale for veterinary 


received over the case from his uncle, Mr. AlfredOver. 
He would never have won the day if it had not been 


ation. 


Letter from Mr. Hunting, asking for nominees to 


for his uncle, and he thought it was only right that attend the first. meeting of the National Veteran 


than 


A vote of thanks to Mr. Over for his address, pro- 


the 7 feesion should know whom they really had to Association in London. Nominees considered that 
the season was rather inconvenient. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Resolved that members in arrears with their subserip- 


»osed by the President, ded by Mr. Reynolds, and 
by tions be warned that unless they pay up, their names 


supported by the Hon. Sec., was carried. 


Tue Late Mr. E. Price. 


The PRESIDENT mentioned that since the last quarterly 
meeting they had lost one of their members by death 
namely, Mr. E. Price, of Birmingham. Mr. Price had 
belonzed to the Association for many years, and 
although he had not been very regular in his attend- 
ance of late, ag entertained the highest respect for 
him and deeply deplored his death. He moved that a 
letter of sympathy he sent in the name of the Asso- 
ciation to his widow and 

This was seconded by the Hon. Sec. and carried 


SpecIMEN CASEs. 


Mr. NorMAN THompson showed the meeting the 
cervical vertebrz of a horse united by a large deposit 
of bone, due probably to tubérenlosis. - 

Mr. EversHep also showed a portion of the spinal 
eolumn of a horse that was anchylosed, and in this 
case the owner thought the mischief was due to shock 


will require to be struck off, owing to having to pay a 
capitation fee to the National Veterinary Association, 


Agreed that the notice be placed on the summons, eall- 
ing the annual meeting. 
Foor anp Moutn DIsEase. 


Mr. J. McALEER moved, Mr. J. LouGuran —— 
and agreed :—“That we the members of the North 

Ireland Veterinary Medical Association, in quarterly 
meeting assembled, view with regret the continued em- 
bargo on Ulster Cattle, by the authorities in Great 
Britain. We are in close touch with farmers and their 
cattle over the Northern Counties, and we say without 
hesitation, that there is absolutely no danger in t 

shipment of cattle into England and Scotl from 
Down, Armagh, Antrim, Tyrone, Cavan, Don Lon- 
donderry and Monaghan. Further, we think that 
under the circumstances, our farmers should have equal 
rights with English and Scotch farmers, who live in dis- 
tricts similarly free from foot-and-mouth disease.” 


by lightning. 


ae have been sent to Rt. Hon. T. W. Russell, aP. 
and Rt. Hon, Mr. Runciman, M.P. 


e 


226° 


ers. 
The quarterly meeting was held at Nortland Arp 
President, Mr. Howard McConnell, in the 
chair. 1e following members were present :— Mesgrs, 
rege, Belfast ; 
. Loughran, J.P., Augnacloy ; 8S. Little, ungannon ; 
| J. McAleer, Portadown ; H, 
pro 
| Apologies were received from Messrs. J. Ewing John- 
ordan. F 
The minutes of the last meeting having been read 
d adopted, the following new members were pro- 
| | 
| 
| 
\ 
UMI 
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PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE, 
By W. Watson, M.R.C.v.s., Dungannon. 


At first when [ saw the notice in The Veterinary 
Record that Mr. G had put me down to writea pos 
for the North of Ireland Veterinary Association I was 
at a loss to know what to do, but eventually came to 
the conclusion that I would give you alla little advice 

“ Professional etiquette.” 

With the rapid advances in veterinary science which 
have taken place during the past twenty years the 
veterinary surgeon now finds himself, as a rule, ap 
with the same distinction by the public as a doctor, 

n, or anyof the commoner professions held. He 
has to take and maintain his stand with regard to two 
distinct classes in the community, ¢.c. with members of 
his own profession and with the individuals of the 

ral public. With respect to these two classes he 
Eoewe distinct varieties of duties to perform. Let us 
deal with his relations to members of his own profession 
first. 3 

It is eminextly important that a 90 esprit de c 
exist. Let the members of the profession be invariably 
loyal to one another. No corporate body can profess or 
even maintain its position where divided counsels obtain 
or where dissentions occur. Let a spirit of oe | and 
well defined devotion to our council actuate all our 
doings and, having adopted a well defined line of action 
and system of ethics, let us rigidly adhere to it. By 
the law of accident if we are eccentric in our action 
and allow our meaner passions, such as hastily gotten 

ins, to govern us, we will sooner or later find ourselves 
in an unenviable position. 

There are three pre-eminently common failings in our 
common practice. We are not nearly careful enough in 
considering each other when our clients think it best 
to seek a p Hose of advice or treatment for their stock. 
We must lay it down as a hard and fast rule never to 
take up a case which has been dealt with or which is 
receiving attention from another veterinary surgeon 
without first consulting our professional brother. Let 
us consult him jirst before we sees to deal with the 
case at all. Deal with him straightforwardly, honestly, 
and openly. Do not enter into the case except with 
his whole hearted consent. We may find our brother 
vet. a difficult person to deal with. He may be one of 
the old, tough, war horses, who is extremely jealous of 
his rights and privileges, still, if we are straight with 
him, do nothing to excite his suspicions, and deal with 
him, above all, truthfully and honestly and he will 

rally be found to have sufficiently good character- 
istics to admit of a via media of a sort to theet the case 
in a satisfactory manner to both parties concerned. 

We must never run in competition with our brother 
vet. We should always have in mind the aivancement 
of aary science. If we advance the science, the 
science will advance us. We must never attempt to do 
a r work than ourneighbour. We can agree on 
fee og! which will be sufficiently satisfactory to both 
and to the public if we go about it in the right way. It 
will be quite easy to see what will be an ample remu- 
neration for the work done by us. Let us adopt it 
definitely and stick to it. 

If we consult current literature I am afraid we tind 
evidence that some members of our profession are en- 

g their income in ways that are distinctly un- 
worthy of us. 
Council 


whole thing. us 


an untrained stock holder can interpret symptoms cor- 
rectly what is the use of our Haart scientific training. 
We believe that by acting in this manner we are injur- 
ing both the public and ourselves. In our work let us 
avoid nimi geo and magazines of all kinds as vehicles 
of advice. If we persist in this we try to wreck the 
fabric which science has helped us to build up. 

In our relations with the public we have a — 
tively easy task to perform if we fully comprehend the 
fact that our transactions with the public are not com- 
mercial dealings. [ am afraid that too many of us are 
very widely endowed with the commercial instinct. 
Let science be the landmark to guide us in all our pro- 
fessional dealings. If we follow in her footsteps, and 
forsake the common sordid motives which too often 
tempt us, we will find our paths less disturbed, our posi- 
tion enhanced in the eyes of the public, and our pro- 
fessional knowledge greatly improved. 

If we want to get very rich, we must not try to doso 
pene through our professional knowledge. If we 
must do this we will have, in many cases, to leave the 
paths of probity and taint our profession with an 
undesirable odour. 

Our teachers at our schools and our professors at our 
colleges gave us no lessons in shop-keeping, and if we 
a to play the tradesman’s game in our duty calls 
we will get into troubles which will hamper the main 
object which we have in view. : 

t is to be tted that many of us approach and 
treat with our clients through the medium of their ser- 
vants. None of our patrons need be reached in this 
way provided we ss and are endowed with the 
ordinary features which characterise our profession. If 
our patron is a lover of the animal world he will surely 
be keen in knowing personally one who tries to preserve 
its life and alleviate its sufferings. It is a well known 
fact in physics that if we wish to centre a body we 
must find out and get directly under our observation 
its centre of mass, so in dealing with proprietorship let 
us avoid all subsidiary particles and go straight for the 
fountain head of ownership. We find these stable and 
yard particles—-though very necessary adjuncts in their 
own places—too often full of their own self with too 
little loyalty to their master, and very susceptible to 
what Americans know as “graft.” We must not use 
them as a instrument for increasing our gains, but in- 
variably treat them as servants. To us a servant 
should always bea servant and a master a master. No 
veterinary surgeon can help the progress of his pro- 
fession or increase his own self respect by being on in- 
timate terms with grooms or other yard menials. 

Disputes with the public are of likely occurrence. 
This is only to be expected seeing that a public, especi- 
ally a stock owning public, is of such a heterogenous 
nature. It is in this connection that the veterinary 
surgeon has a difficult task to perform. We will gener- 
ally find if we bi tact, accompanied, uf course, by 
truth, that the problem is solved. If we leave the paths 
of the goddess Truth. she is certain to send Nemesis to 
us sooner or later. Wecan safely say that a little well 
governed tact much further than high professional 
skill with s owners. 

External to our professional duties we have other 

ve, let us be good and loyal citizens. t us get away 
from self as far as sani cae do as much as we can 
for the upraising and elevating of our State. As peace- 
ful, law abiding and dutiful citizens we will fad ‘Gar. 
selces unconsciously raising the status of our profession 
to the pedestal to which we now see it rapidly progress- 
ing. Let us not be tempted into the silly quagmire of 
party politics or the hopeless muddle of religious con- 
troversy. Let us love our country and our fello 
countrymen. I am afraid that there is a habit prevail- 
ing of depreciating the Irish character. Let us get 
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away from this If we travel the world over we will 
find that the Irish character, as a rule. contains the 
maximum of ness and the minimum of badness. 

Let us plod on, steadily doing our duties on these 
lines. We will be doing a double duty. We will be 
helping our fellow men, and adding to our own welfare 
both materially and morally. 


Discussion. 


Mr. J. A. Tuompson said that he did not think there 
was much wrong in engaging in a little respectable 
business outside the profession. As a matter of fact, 
men in other learned professions did so, and no one 
thought the less of them for so doing. Politics he con- 
sidered a little very good pastime in which any profess- 
ional man might get amusement and relaxation. He 
could not say that he objected to anything else in the 
peper: It is well worthy of Mr. Watson. 

r. DEvLIN thought that no veterinary surgeon 
should go to a case if he knew that a professional brother 
had been employed already, unless with the latter’s con- 
sent. He agreed with Mr. Thompson re business. 

Mr. McConnELt said he with Mr. Devlin, but 
it was sometimes difficult to know, as clients occasion- 


ally told lies. Personally, he was very careful, yet | 


sometimes he was deceived. He never took a client 
which he knew belonged to another practitioner, unless 
the man actually told him that he was determined on 
changing, and would under no condition employ the 
other man. If they all lived up to Mr. Watson’s ethics, 
they would be much happier. 

Mr. Greece, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Watson for his paper, said that it was from a literary 


standpointone of the best that had been before the 
Association. He agreed that ethics was imperfeetly 
understood by the rank and file of veterinary surgeons, 
and considered that general broad principles should be 
laid down to guide the student, so that when he left 
college he could have certain land marks to guide him 
as experience accumulated. Many young men go wide 
of the mark when handling a troublesome client. Such 
cases would be less frequent if a correct code of ethics 
had been provided and taught. He hoped that Mr. 
Watson’s paper would be noticed by our central 
authority. 
Mr. J. LouGHRAN seconded. 


Mr. Watson, in reply, said that he was disappointed 
| that the discussion had not been keener—he had left 

lenty of room. He had been misunderstood about the 

usiness end—what he meant was that veterinary gur- 
geons should do their veterinary work with a love of 
the work in the first place, rather than with the object 
of getting gain. Hedid not object to outside business, 
Personally, he was very particular not to poach on other 
men’s preserves—he considered sueh conduct most un- 
professional. He was much obliged for the vote of 
thanks, and hoped that the paper would do good in 
j the right quarters. ; 


Royat Sanirary InsTitTuTE ConGREss. 


The Right Hon. Earl Fortescue (Lord Lieutenant of 
the County of Devonshire) has consented to 
the office of President of the 28th Con of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute to be held at Exeter from 


July 7th to 12th, 1913. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- Glanders + 
Parasitic | Sheep 
— (including Mange. Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals Farey) 
Out- | Ani- | Out-  Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-] Onat- | Slangh- 
alpatca mals. foreaks| mals. [breaks] mals. [breaks breaks. tered. 
Week ended Nov. 30 | 20 | gi | 1 J 32} 7] 17 56 638 
1911] 19 40 4; 9 11 45 | 708 
25 33 17 14 35 | 416 
1 23 24 27} (240 
Total for 48 weeks, 1912 | 701 794 82 | 636 | 166 307] 2628 | 5543 | 262] 2728 | 37812 
1911] 829 1034 1s | 467 | 197| 477 358 | 2277 | 27733 
Corresponding 1910 1343 1600} 2 | 15 | 333 973 413 | 1395 | 13040 
in 1909 1199 | 1552 509 | 1702 | 561 | 1546 | 13591 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 3, 1912. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked: Oxford 1. 


IRELAND. Week ended Nov. 30 2 2 

1911 ... 1 5 5 3 

Corresponding Week in | 1910 ... 14 2 106 

1909 ... 1 11 

Total for 48 weeks, 1912 3 3 68 | 380 60 338 204 1635 
1911 ... 9 16 vee 2 3 54 309 148 2347 

Corresponding period in {aso eee 7 12 oes 1 2 63 419 88 2073 
1909 ... 8. 3 71 373 87 1562 


+ These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 
_ Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec. 2, 1912 
Nore.—-The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infeotion 
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Foot-and-Mouth 


Board of Agriculture announces that the existence 
dames among cattle at Wilmington 
Farm, Kennington, near Ashford, Kent, was confirmed 
on Sunday, Dec. Ist. Three head of cattle were found 
affected with the disease. ; 

The chief markets affected will be Ashford, Canter- 
Cheriton, Faversham, and Sittingborne ; but the 
a closing order has not yet been issued. 
It was on the Wednesday previous that the Board of 
iculture intimated that as no outbreak of disease 
had been contirmed in Great Britain since October 8th 
all the remaining restrictions on the movement of ani- 
mals had been withdrawn. | 
There were 17 cattle, 7 pigs, and 466 sheep on the 
farm. The slaughter of these animals was ordered 


forthwith. 


Foot-AND-MouTH FROM IRELAND. 


Two of the cattle landed at Wallasey lairages near 
Birkenhead, on Wednesday, from the Newry boat, the 
Iveagh, were found to be suffering from foot-and-mouth 
disease and were slaughtered. The full consignment on 
board consisted of 73 cattle, 143 sheep, and 543 pigs. 

average number of cattle arriving at -Wallasey and 
Birkenhead hitherto has been nearly 10,000 weekly, and 
1600 head were expected on Thursday. They will be 
slaughtered immediately after inspection. 

The Irish Department of Agriculture is at issue with 
the English officials. Speaking in Dublin on Tuesday, 
Mr. T. W. Russell said that the lesion on the first ani- 
mal’s tonguewas found to be an old one, and the officers 
whoexamined it came to the conclusion that it was im- 
possible for them to pronounce it a case of foot-and- 
mouth disease, as the lesion was doubtful, and the 
animal was one of a herd cf 80 that had been on land in 
County Meath since March without any trace of the 
disease having appeared. The tongue was next sent 
to London, where the disease was pronounced foot-and- 
mouth of two months’ standing. 

The second case was very much of the same character, 
only that the lesion was not so old. The officers of the 
Department held that it was three weeks’ old and that 
it had passed the period of infectivity. Here also the 
animal had been with cattle which had not been in- 
fected. Mr. Moore, of the English Board of Agriculture, 
at once pronounced it to be a case of foot-and-mouth 
disease. The Department then called in Prof. Mettam, 
Principal of the Irish Fetenooss College, who said the 
case was one of what was called in Germany “ pseudo- 
ang mouth disease,” a form which was not in- 
ective. 


Aberdeen Agricultural College. 


A meeting of the Governors of the Aberdeen and 
North of Scotland — of Agriculture was held in 
Aberdeen on Thursday, November 21st, Dr. Campbell, 

rman, presiding. 
Tae Lare Mr. M‘Laucatan Youna. 


The Chairman said he was sure there was but one 
feeling amongst the Governors, and that was on: of 
sincere regret at the death of Mr. M‘Lauchlan Young, 
lecturer on Veterinary Hygiene. He (the Chairman) 
Was personally concerned in his appointment some ten 
years ago, and his services had been most faithful and 
most successful. Mr. Young was a very excellent lec- 
=e, bringing his subject home to the different bodies 
he add in various parts of the College area with 


great clearness. He moved that the governors place on 
record their appreciation of the corvians of the late Mr. 


tag and instruct the Secretary to send an excerpt to 
is widow. 

Principal George Adam Smith seconded, and the 
motion was unanimously agreed to. 

The tem y appointment of Mr. Hugh Fraser, 
M.R.C.V.S., Gollanfield, Inverness, as lecturer on Veteri- 
nary Hygiene for the session, was — of, the 
salary to be £150, and in the event of his being asked to 
deliver certain extension lectures, £50 additional. 


REVIEW. 


Veterinary Toxicotocy.—By G. D. LANDER, D.sc 
F.L.C., Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology, Royal 
Veterinary College, London. Demy 8vo. pp. xij +312, 
with thirty-nine figures in the text. ice 7/6 net. 
Bailliere, ‘Tindall & Cox, 8, Henrietta Street, Covent 

Garden, W.C 


Except the small and not altogether satisfactory work 
of Col. Nunn, there is no special text book upon veter- 
inary toxicology in English ; while the sections upon the 
subject inserted in works upon veterinary medicine are 
pitiably inadequate. Dr. Lander has therefore at- 
tempted to fill w sensible gap in our current literature ; 
and upon the whole he has succeeded admirably. The 
book before us does not pretend to be encyclopedic—to 
be so, upon this subject, would have necessitated a much 
costlier and many times larger volume. But it will 
aaee to be a valuable guide to the clinician in all the 
orms of poisoning which are most likely to be met 
with in practice. h 

The work is divided into five sections—a preliminary 
one of some thirty pages upon general consideratio 
three succeeding ones dealing respectively with mine 
or inorganic poisons, organic poisons and drugs, and 
—— plants, and a ccncluding one of about twenty- 
ive pages upon chemical toxicology. The last section 
is a résumé of the analytical methods of the laboratory, 
and in one important respect resembles all other refer 
ences to analytic work pag» see the volume. The 
author conveys an excellent idea of the methods, the 
and the limitations of the analyst’s work, 

t nothing in the book is likely to induce the practi- 
tioner to attempt analysis for himself ; and this, in our 
judgment, is a wholly commendable feature. In the 
second, third, and fourth sections, where the different 
poisons are dealt with, the author has based his ac- 
counts chiefly upon recorded cases and the experience 
of himself and his friends, rather than upon text books ; 
and here we must commend the very careful search 
which has evidently been made of the veterinary 
feornels, the results of which are constantly in evidence. 

e work, then, is more a condensed compilation of ex- 
perience than a summary of text-book teaching ; while 
comprising all the more important poisons, it also in- 
cludes many others of less moment. Throughout it is 
well selected, well arranged and well written ; and the 
39 figures of poisonous plants inserted in the text are 
all good. With the help of collaborators, whose work 
he acknowledges in the preface, Dr. Lander has col- 
lected into a wonderfully small space all the information 
upon veterinary toxicology which is most essential to the 
clinician ; and we may thank him for a book which may be 
unreservedly commended to students and practitioners 
alike. W. R.C. 


OXEN aT A PLouGHING Maren.—A yoke of oxen 
took part in a ploughing match near Thetford recently. 
The animals are two of six Shorthorns which red 
at the Crystal Palace pageant last year, and which are 


regularly employed on land owned Mr, W. D, 
Mackenzie at Croxton, Thetford, 7 
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Inspection of Frozen Meat. 


The question of a universal and identical inspection 
of frozen meat in this country has been brought u 
tically unanimously, before the Dominions Roya 
mmission now sitting, and the further suggestion of 
the labelling or marking the article in question has also, 
but with considerably less enthusiasm or unanimity, 
been laid before that body. 


Personal, 


Topp.—On the 26th November, at The Birches, Farn™ 
borough Park, Hants, the wife of Major A. G. Todd, 


A.V.C., of a son. 


OBITUARY 
CHARLES NorTH, M.R.C.V.S., 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1862. 
Mr. North died on Nov. 13th at Cerne Abbas, Dorset, 
from chronic Bright’s disease. Aged 72 years. 


Wm. G. Wa.per, v.s., Gilham’s Farm, Slaugham, 
Sussex, died on 26th November, from bronchitis. Aged 
78 years. 

Mrs. Bloye, wife of W. H. Bloye, of Plymouth, passed 
away on the 23rd ult. Friends of Mr. Bloye will sym- 
pathise with him, but only those who knew Mrs. Bloye 
will fully appreciate his loss. 


DaRWELL.—On the 3rd December, at Darland House, 
Northwich, Cheshire, Emily Kate, the dearly beloved 
wife of Albert H. Darwell, M.R.c.v.s. 


HACKNEY HORSE SHOW. 


Sir, 

The list of veterinary surgeons appointed to act at next 
Hackney Show has a striking resemblance to that of 1911. 

I find on looking through the list of members of the 
Hackney Society that it contains the names of over fifty 
members of the veterinary profession, and it would appear 
to me to be more in keeping with affairs if the Hackney 
Society were more generous in the distribution of their 
veterinary inspectorships. Honours are few in the veterin- 
ary profession.—Yours, etc., 

VETERINARY MEMBER OF THE Hackney Society 
November 20. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES’ FEES. 
Sir, 

It does not seem to have occurred to any of your corres- 
pondents that the question resolves itself into one of the 
possibility of doing business at all, if veterinary surgeons 
refuse to look on the subject with commercial eyes. The 
companies have a very difficult task before them at all 
times, because the optimism of ignorance makes the average 
horse owner quite incapable of estimating his risks—or the 
company's risks—if transferred for a consideration. The 
agent is met with the objection that the cost of insurance is 
out of all proportion to the risk, and the owner verily 
believes what he says. Even if he has had great losses in 
the past he would not be a true bred farmer if he did not 
go on hoping for better times rather than calculating the 
real percentege of losses spread over a sufficiently large 
number of years and head of stock. Insurance is the best 
form of co-operation, as it allows the lucky ones to contri- 
bute a fraction alt round to their less fortunate brethren. A 
case before me to-day shows how the agent has had 
numerous interviews to complete a policy for £15 on a nag, 
and when success has rewarded his eloquence he receives & 
reward of ls. 6d. Shall the V.S. for two minutes inspec- 
tion while in the di-trict refuse 2s.6d.? The same V-S. 
probably cuts pigs for less than 23. 6d. a farrow, and calves 
for a shilling each. Here he recognises the homely fact 
that it does not pay the owner to give more. 


Asa remedy for professional swelled head, I would quote 
a letter received to-day from one of the oldest companies 
‘*with reference to the fees we are afraid some of your 
confréres are desirous of making up their losses due to 
motors at the expense of insurance companies, over 
the fact that live stock business is now being transacted without 
profit. If higher fees are required, the only course we see 
is for the proposers to furnish certificates, which would be 
se satisfactory to us, or toemploy laymen to do the work.” 

ere would come in the ‘‘ knowledgeable man.”’ 

Common Sense, 


““COUNTY’”’ SCHEME OF VETERINARY CONTRAuT 


AND INSURANCE. 
ir, 

It is a matter of deep regret to me to find a member of 
the profession, of the age and experience of Mr. Henry 
Dyer, holding and publicly expressing such views as are 
contained in his letter of last week. 

When an Insurance Company calmly proposes to divert 
a large proportion of what remains to us in the way of horse 
practice in such manner that the whole control of such 
diverted proportion shall be in their hands for their own 
particular profit and benetit, with vo risk to themselves, 
then I think that it is quite time, and that we have every right 
to interfere. 

And since the scheme must be inoperative unless veteri- 
nary surgeons can be persuaded to act, I entirely fail to 
see the ‘‘courtesy ’ of the Company in asking our assist- 
ance. When acompany of this description allots us our 
pittance, it is quite fair that we should know exactly what 
the insurer pays for the privilege of calling us in, at any 
hour, day or night, for medical attendance and operations. 

‘* Kudos and sentiment’’ are not the principal things 
that concern the profession, however much they may 
appeal to Mr. Dyer, the honest earning of £ s. d. is of far 
greater importance to the majority of us. 

From the remainder of Mr. Dyer’s letter I gather that he 
is prepared to accept 15s. per annum per horse for medical 
attendance, medicines, and operations, when required, 
within a radius of five miles from his surgery. I would ask 
him to remember that the insurers will be mostly composed 
of men in small circumstances, owning perhaps one or two 
horses, and they will have no hesitation in calling him in 
at any time and for anything. 

One attack of colic will run away with the year’s fee 
easily, and then he will have to be at the owner's beck 
and call for the rest of the year for nothing, except ‘‘ kudos 
and sentiment.’’— Yours faithfully, 


Hove. Geratp Broxsome. 


Sir, 

We are surprised to read the letter from Mr. Bloxsome, 
of Hove, in your last week’s issue. Mr. Bloxsome wrote us 
on the 21st ult., for particulars of our scheme, and we sent 
him # courteous reply. 

We do not seek to make any profit out of the veteri 
contract—our object is to ensure the provision of that sti 
in time which saves nine. Our sixteen years’ experience 
has shown usthat prompt attendance by a fully qualified 
veterinary surgeon saves much suffering and many 
—hence our desire to induce policy holders to havea veteri- 
nary contract. We have for several years reduced the cost 
of insurance ten per cent. when a veterinary contract is in 
force, and left the policy holder to make his own terms 
with the veterinary surgeon. 

It is very kind of ‘: Yorkshire V.S.’' todescribe us as the 
pioneers of live stock insurance and to state from his own 
experience that we readily give owners of insured animals 
permission to slaughter in hopeless cases. We are sure that 
many other veterinary surgeons could testify that this has 
been our invariable practice since 1896.—I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

Joun Netuerton, Managing Director. 

York, Nov. 27th. 


[ We are awaiting the 21/- for this gentle advertisement 
from either ‘‘ Yorkshire V.S.’’ or Mr, John Netherton.) 


